
✦Intro:  It was over 30 years ago.  I was a young college student walking 
under the giant oak trees on a campus in Chicago when she appeared on 

the sidewalk ahead of me. I knew in that moment that I would pursue her.  
You could say she “caught my eye.”  (Still does!)  When we say someone 

or something catches your eye, we mean we notice them.  We mean there 
is something in the object of our attention that appeals to us.  Most of the 

time we mean it is a source of delight and admiration. Do you know what I 
mean?

✦Youʼre driving past a field and there is a small grouping of young 
deer browsing along the edge as the sun sets. And you smile to 

yourself.
✦Youʼre on the way to the grocer and you see a little girl in pigtails, 

running behind the leash of a beagle puppy scampering across the 
grass and your heart lightens in that moment.
✦Morning light streams in the window and the bevelled glass creates 
a prism of color on the kitchen carpet.  You stop and stare.

✦Did you know that thatʼs what happens to God when he looks at you?  
Many have never contemplated this.  Many envision God is a crabby 

parent. Or at least a busy father.  Or maybe an irritated manager.  But a 
delighting lover? Weeelll.  
✦Ruthʼs story, Naomiʼs story, Boazʼs story -is a story of delight, or sacred 
romance, and specifically the kind that is born in the heart of God.
✦1. God delights in loving me. (We have a word for this: grace. But 
maybe because we use it so often in church, we forget just what it is.)
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✦I heard a of a woman who was depressed and struggling.  A friend 
suggested she try going to church.  The womanʼs response was, “Why 

would I go to church? I already feel bad about myself.”  That poor woman 
must have experienced church people who were not displaying the joy of 

God.  Man, being here at worship with you all at Sunrise is the highlight of 
my week!  This is the single most enthusiastic gathering of people I 

experience in a given week!  But the sad reality is that a lot of people, even 
God-followers do not experience God as a lover, one who delights in them. 

But that would be a tragedy, to miss such a significant thing!  What did 
Jesus say?

✦“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full. “I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” John 10:10, 11, 
NIV.
✦“For the LORD takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble 
with salvation.” Psalms 149:4, NIV.
✦“The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take 
great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over 

you with singing.”” Zephaniah 3:17, NIV.
✦B. Now, where Ruth chapter one was a series of steps into emptiness, as 

Naomiʼs family bailed a bit on God, and left the land of Promise, so Ruth 
chapter two is an equal number of steps back into fulness.  We see her 

drawing near to God and the results that accompany such a move.  Last 
week we observed what has been called “Spiritual Law #1: man is sinful 

and therefore separated from God.”  Emptiness prevails whenever we walk 
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away from God and his ways in any degree.  But the opposite is also true: 
this week we arrive at Spiritual Law #2: that God loves us and has a 

wonderful plan for our lives.”  Lets take a look. 
✦v3 “as it turned out”.  The author is saying “It just so happened 

that...”  Ruth shows up in the field of a relative of Naomi!  Thatʼs 
grace #1.  You and I know itʼs not chance.  Naomi knows itʼs not 

chance.  Look at v20! 
✦[ ““The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. 

“He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the 
dead.” She added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of 

our kinsman-redeemers.”” Ruth 2:20, NIV.]
✦Naomi sees Ruth catching Boazʼs eye as her family catching 

Godʼs eye. "It's a God-thing!"  And sheʼs right.
✦v8 Boaz invites Ruth to stay and glean in his fields, guaranteeing 

her provision.  Mosaic law required Hebrew farmers to be 
intentionally “sloppy” when they harvested.  That is, donʼt be so 

careful to make sure you squeeze every dime outta your projects. (Itʼs 
a biblical principle by the way.  We Christians ought not to be the 

penny pinching profiteers of the world.  We are all about blessing the 
world weʼre in.  Christians ought to be the best of tippers, the most 

generous employers, known for their charity.)  Back to gleaning: If 
you dropped some grain, you were to leave it for someone who might 

need it.  It was the Israelite welfare system.
✦(Deuteronomy 24:19). When you are harvesting in your field 

and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for 
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the alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD your 
God may bless you in all the work of your hands....21 When 

you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the 
vines again. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless 

and the widow.
✦This “gleaning” law is again representative of the nature of 

Israelʼs God: giving, sharing, providing. Did you notice the 
blessing attached to this kind of attitude?  Itʼs the same thing 

the Bible says about tithing of your income to God.  Malachi 3 
flat out tells us God will bless your provision when you give to 

others.  The way to unlock extra blessing, is to unlock your hold 
on the blessings you have.  When you give like God, he gives 

right back to you!  You canʼt out-give God. Thatʼs Grace #2.
✦v9 He promises her safety and makes his water coolers available 

for her to drink from.  Thatʼs like saying to the kids playing in the 
street that they can go on into your kitchen anytime and help 

themselves to some Cola from your fridge. Grace #3
✦v14  Now Ruth may have brought a little PB&J along for lunch.  

Surely it wasnʼt much if she brought anything at all.  After all, she was 
there to gather spilled food!  And what does Boaz do.  Hereʼs a 

foreign, migrant-type woman, who presumably does not look like 
everyone else.  Sheʼs not an employee.  Sheʼs not a friend of anyone 

there.  And Boaz scootches everyone over at the table and says 
“Come sit here.  Dig in to the crock pot over there.”  Grace #4  He 
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even sends her home with one of those styrofoam food boxes the 
waiter will give you for leftovers. 
✦v15  On top of all this, Boaz tells his staff to drop grain on purpose 
in her path.  Did you notice how Ruth reads it?  (v10, 13  she has 

“found favor in the eyes of”)
✦C. The obvious application of Spiritual law #2 (that God loves us and has 

a wonderful plan for our life) is that we would do well to draw near to God, 
for there I will find fulness, even in spite of emptiness.

✦“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash 

your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 
James 4:7, 8, NIV.
✦“This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; 
ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, 

and you will find rest for your souls.ʼ” Jeremiah 6:16, NIV.
✦““Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 

is easy and my burden is light.”” Matthew 11:28-30, NIV.
✦Maybe your life isnʼt delivering as you had hoped.  If you are here today 

and you have not yet not bowed in prayer and turned the wheel of your soul 
over to God, I invite you to do it today.  Right now.  Right here. If you are 

walking under a great burden, I invite you to bow right now, right here and 
give it to God in prayer.  If there are any things about your life and yourself 

that you are just plain sick of, turn them over again if you need to.  Turn 
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them over to Jesus and ask him into that situation.  Jesus is not a bible 
character.  Heʼs a living being. He will hear your prayer.  He will come to 

you. 
✦

✦2.  When I observe (think of a motherʼs) love, it should point me to 
Godʼs.
✦A.  Thereʼs more beauty here that mere beauty.  This is a tale of deeper 
beauty, the kind every young girl would do well to emulate.  You might think 

that Ruth found favor in Boazʼs eyes because she was “totally hot” or 
something of that nature.  Itʼs not past the Bible to record such things.  In 

fact, scripture observes in so many words and Sara (of Abraham) was a 
knock-out, so much so that the King of Egypt got interested!  Scripture 

records that Rebecca (of Isaac) “very beautiful”.  But nothing is said here of 
Ruthʼs physical attraction.  Not one word. Itʼs almost noticeable in its 

absence. What does that tell us?  Ruthʼs story is not a story of infatuated 
romance.  It is a story of sacred romance. Ruth catches the eye of Boazʼs 

heart. Whatever else she has to offer, her beauty is a deep inner beauty 
and his eyes appreciate that.

✦Both Ruth and Boaz display this sacred love. Both are called 
people of “valor” or “substance” using the same Hebrew term.

✦“Now Naomi had a relative on her husbandʼs side, from the 
clan of Elimelech, a man of standing, whose name was Boaz.” 

Ruth 2:1, NIV. [hebrew: hyeel ]
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✦“And now, my daughter, donʼt be afraid. I will do for you all 
you ask. All my fellow townsmen know that you are a woman of 

noble character.” Ruth 3:11, NIV.
✦The same term is used in the famous Proverbs 31 account of the 

model wife and mother.
✦ “A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far 

more than rubies.” Proverbs 31:10, NIV.
✦B.  What is a “noble” wife and mother thatʼs worth more that jewels?  [We 

might pause to ask this on Motherʼs Day.]  
✦1)  A thirty-six-year-old mother was discovered to be in the 

advanced stages of terminal cancer.  One doctor advised her to 
spend her remaining days enjoying herself on the beaches of 

Acapulco.  A second physician offered her the hope of living 2-4 more 
years with the grueling side effects of chemotherapy and radiation 

treatment.  She penned these words to her three small children:  “Iʼve 
chosen to try to survive for you.  This has some horrible costs, 

including pain, loss of my good humor, and moods I wonʼt be able to 
control.  But I must try this, if only on the outside chance that I might 

live one minute longer.  And that minute could be the one you might 
need me when no one else will do.  For this I intend to struggle, tooth 

and nail, so help me God.” [ibp805].  Thatʼs an example of a noble 
woman.
✦2) Ruth is our example here. Now hereʼs another element of the 
story and of grace that I donʼt want you to miss.  Naomi is the one 

returning to fulness in the Book of Ruth.  In chapter 4 when Ruth 
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bears the ancestor to the famous King David the towns people say a 
strange thing: “Naomi has a son! (4:17)”  Wait.  Isnʼt it Ruthʼs?  You 

see, the whole story is the emptying and refilling of Naomiʼs family!  
And the activity of grace in Naomiʼs life was all done by someone 

else! Ruth.  Boaz. God. The noble woman worth more than rubies is 
the woman who reflects Godʼs selfless love for his children.  Naomi 

left her home to seek a better life.  Ruth left her home to seek 
someone elseʼs better life.  Thatʼs what a noble mother does, just as 

her Creator and God left his home to seek someone elseʼs better life, 
namely ours, when he died for our guilt. Ruth uses the Hebrew oath 

saying sheʼd rather die than forsake Naomi.  And Jesus did exactly 
that rather than forsake us.  Godʼs love for us is like a good motherʼs 

love for her offspring. It doesnʼt really matter what they look like.  
Doesnʼt the saying go, “He has a face only a mother could love?”  

Thatʼs because thatʼs what a mother does.   Godʼs love has nothing 
to do with your hair color, you muscle mass, or even your moral 

success.  Do you hear this? It is free to those who offer nothing but 
their need for it. 

✦C.  When do we need the kind of God-love, the noble love Ruth and Boaz 
represent?  

✦Weʼll, for one, when we have a face only a mother could love!   But 
in all seriousness, you must remember this is Godʼs kind of love next 

time you feel the tinge of guilt, amazed at your own failures.  You 
must think of it when your own child does things that turn your hair 

grey.   You must ponder it when you drop them off for Kindergarten 
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and canʼt see through misty eyes, or when you drop them off at 
college and canʼt stop crying. You must remember “as a father/mother 

has compassion of his children, so the Lord has compassion on those 
who fear him.” (Ps.103)  And you must remind yourself, “Even so, my 

father, my God, loves me.”
✦Conclusion:  Karl Menninger once wrote that love cures people.  Victor 

Hugo said that lifeʼs greatest happiness is to be convinced that we are 
loved.  It is the single greatest need among the human race. 

✦Isnʼt it why we want our family at our ball games?
✦Isnʼt it why we work hard to impress people?
✦Isnʼt it why we fear failure?
✦Isnʼt it why the worst kind of torture is to be left alone, in solitary 

confinement?  Every person on the face of the earth wants to be 
loved. 

✦God has been saying that you are all though history.  This love is free, but 
not cheap.  Weʼll talk about that next week. 
✦Today I want you to realize that you catch Godʼs eye.  Itʼs not because of 
you.  Itʼs because thatʼs the way he is. That's how sure and solid it is.  

Though we may slap him in the face his arms remain open to embrace. 
Come to his arms again today, my friends. Let's talk with him even now...
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